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Left: Sergeant Chris Hamilton at Rochester Calkins VA Clinic with Sampson and right Officer
Lieutenant Jeffrey Mastin with George at the Bath VA Medical Center.

CANINES EMPLOYED TO KEEP VA DRUG FREE
VA Finger Lakes Healthcare System Implements Canine Program for Narcotics Detection 

The VA Finger Lakes Healthcare System Police Department (Bath and Canandaigua VA Medical Centers) have invested in and implemented a canine program for narcotics detection to keep patients and visitors safe.  

Canines have been used by police in narcotics detection because not only is it a psychological deterrent a dog’s sense of smell can scan a room for illegal narcotics and drug paraphernalia quicker than the police can search a room for these items. The two Labrador retriever dogs Sampson (4 years old) at Canandaigua the VA and George (18 months old) at the Bath VA are narcotics detection certified, receive ongoing monthly training and annual certification and each have their own special vehicle for transportation.

Sampson has responded to over 60 narcotics related police calls at VA medical centers State-wide and has had 14 finds for substance or drug paraphernalia.

George who is just getting started has had three finds since joining VA. 

[bookmark: _Hlk27128256]Both dogs will help keep the environments safe at both VA medical centers for Veterans, visitors and employees.
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